“An Industrious Mind”
The Worlds of Sir Simonds D’Ewes
(1602-1650)

The D’Ewes wall monument (1624) is on the
south wall of the chancel of St. George
Stowlangtoft, Suffolk. Paul D’Ewes is flanked
by his two wives. The children (all borne by
his first wife, Sissilia Symonds) are below
(sons on the left and daughters on the

right).

All photos in this series are by J. Sears McGee
unless another source is indicated.




Simonds D’Ewes was twenty-two and a

law student at the Middle Temple in

London when his father signed the contract
for the wall monument in 1624. He could have
accompanied his father to a meeting with

the sculptor, and it is possible that this

image does represent him with some degree
of accuracy. Immediately behind is his
deceased brother, Paul, followed by his
brother, Richard.




Notice that little Paul (on the left) and Sissilia (on the right) carry skulls to indicate that they died
before the monument was made.



St. George Stowlangtoft was built between 1370 and 1400.
Its fanciful carved pew ends include a unicorn and a boar
playing a lute. Simonds was buried on the north side of
the chancel, near his parents and his first wife, Anne.
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D’ewes’s last school before he went to St. John’s College Cambridge in 1618 still stands in Bury St.
Edmunds, although the building is no longer used as a school.



Simonds studied

St. Johns” College, Cambridge: Entry and Chapel.

at St. John’s from 1618 to 1620.



Middle Temple Hall (built in the 1560s and early 1570s) — Exterior and Interior. Simonds studied
the English Common Law at the Middle Temple from 1620 to 1626.
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Middle Temple Hall — stained glass window and “the cupboard”(used for such

ceremonies as the “call to the bar” which Simonds enjoyed in 1623.
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The Temple Church: the 12-century round church and the 13th-century nave. It required extensive
restoration after World War II due to bomb damage. But Simonds would surely have approved of the
prominent pulpit and the restrained altar.



St. Peter and St. Paul, Kedington. Suffolk (“Kediton” in the
17%-century and the home of the Barnardiston family).



The wall monument on the north side commemorating Sir Nathaniel Barnardiston (d. 1653) and his
wife Jane (d. 1669). They are looking toward the pulpit.




et T BT S —————
The Kediton pulpit (c. 1610) from which Abraham Gibson preached a powerful sermon heard by Simonds

in 1624 and the hatchment commemorating Dame Ann Barnardiston (Anne Clopton D’Ewes’s
grandmother and guardian.)



glass stand) and the Barnardiston family pew (c. 1610 but

n, c. 1430).

Another view of the pulpit (note the hour

including panels from a parclose scree
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Lutons Hall (aka Kentwell Manor) near Long Melford, the childhood home of Anne Clopton D’Ewes, and
a window in the dining room with the D’Ewes quatrefoils (probably a later addition).
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More views of Lutons Hall.




Simonds paid to erect a stained-glass monument in the
parish church of St. Michael Bassishaw in London
honoring his paternal great-grandparents, Adrian
D’Ewes and his wife Alice. The church was destroyed in
the Great Fire of London in 1666. Simonds arranged that
an engraving of it appeared in John Weevor’s book,
Ancient Funeral Monuments (London, 1631). For his
father Geerardt, he had a monument installed in the
parish church of St. Laurence in Upminster, Essex. The
window is no longer there, but an engraving of it is also
in Weevor’s book (see next slide).

Adrianus D’ Ewes ex tllultri fami.
nis de Keflel in Ducatu Gelriz prog-
diarum perecefus in Angliam Alicni.
ge H. 8. receffit: foeminamque An-
Rauen(croftorum familid oriundam in
nuic filios,Geerardt,lacobumyPetrum,
fudore Anglico menfe Iulij 4n». 5. E.
facratz terrz huius Ecclefiz inbuma.
peruixit annis xxviii-& vitimum natu-
Dom. CIoDLXXIX. & tumulatur
neftrd, poftquam viderat quatuor Re-
rhisppum & ix, Reginas regpi cinfdé

| Regis, H.8.
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14 Des Ewes olim Dynaftarum ditio-
naws,inteftinarum patriz fuz difcor.
genarum afylum fceptrum tenente Re-
glicam nomine Aliciam ex perantiqua
vxorem duxit, et quatuor dc‘ i ge-
¢ Avdream. Obijt ifte Adrianns de
6. <Amn. Dom. 1551- & infra limites
tur. Difta autem Alicia maritum fo-
rz debitum perfoluit menfe Tulij, 4».
in hac Ecclefii non procul ab ifté fe-
ges Anglie, viz. H.7.H.8.E. 6. &
viz. Matrem,vi. vxores & duas filias,




Note the use of the
wolf’s head with a
collar device on the
monument to

Geerardt. When
Simonds got a coat
of arms for his
father in 1627, he
used this along with
the quatrefoils
because it had been

part of the family’s
traditional heraldry.
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T The Epltﬂ};l;l of this aboue faid Ralph Latr’)m,is_placcd in brz;'ﬂ:,fc;;;;

# She was the
daugher of Sif
widliam Rocbe
Knight.

eA ncient Funerall <M onuments

 a faire marble ftone, couering his tombe, andis as followeth.

Here lieth buried Rayff’ Latham elquiré;late Lord of Vpmiftre, and * z.
l:3abeth his wife, which Rayffe decealed the xix. day of Iuly, 4w, M.ccocc.
Lvii. wholcfouleand all chriften foules Iefus haue mercy.

The next familicto whom by the fale of william Lathom, fonne and
heire of the aforefaid Ralfe Lathom, the before mentioned Mannor of
Gains did appertaine,was the familie of D'Ewes,(from whom alfo it was a-
gainat laftrepurchafed by Lathom) for Adrias D’Ewes being defcended
of the ancicnt ffemof Des Ewes, Dynafts or Lords of the Dition of Keflell
in the Dutchic of Gelderland, fetling and marrying in England not many
yeates after the beginning of the raigne of King #.8. had iffue, Gerard:
D' Ewes his fonne and haire, who hauing purchafed the faid Mannor of
Gains as aforc(aid, was after his death, according to the former vfage,buri-
edin the faid Chappell, appendant tothe faid Mannor, as other Lords of
the fame had beene, whofe Epitaph, becaufe it is replenithed with many
particulars touching theantiquity and enfignes of this familic,I hauebecne
more cxact in the full delineation thereof in the figure following.

within the Dioceffe of London.

_,. 20 INSIGNIA
LIE DES EVVES &0 SN ggsTA AB\
DYNASTARVM & : RV M POS-
DE KESSEL '§

Ad memoriam zternam Geerardt D'Ewes Filij Pri iti iani |
D'Ewes ex Illuftri & perantiqua Familia DcsEwesh’D)I;);;n(;:?::;gjﬁ;ﬁa;é
Keﬂe_l in ducatu Gelriz oriundi & Alicie Rauenfcroft coniugis fie viri fin-
gularis fub hoc marmore tumulati qui obiit die xi. Aprilis, Anno Domini
QI :_).D X C1, Vnico reli@o fui ipfius & Graciz Hind pr,imae {ux coniu.
gis Filio & hzred Paulo D'Ewes Armigero(qui duxit in vxorem Siffiliam
Filiam vnicam & Heredem Richardi Simonds de Coxden in Pago Dor.

fetenli Armigeri) & vnicd filid Alicid nupta Guli
menfter in Gomitatu Effex Armigero. prs Guliemo Latbum de V-

Kkke 3 Egregid
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British Library Harley Roll O 8 is a “descent”

tfor the D’Ewes family down to Simonds’s time
that begins with his great-great-great grandfather
Gheerardt Des Ewes, Lord of Kessel. It is
reproduced here by permission of the British
Library in three parts. Much of the text is in the
hand of his assistant, whose letters slope slightly
go the right. But the heading and numerous
additions are in Simonds’s hand, which is italic
with letters that go straight up and down. Note
that in the bottom section of the third image
Simonds wrote of his brother Richard that he
was “still living in 1627,” an indication that this
was the year that the roll was completed.
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Simonds began working on his treatise
entitled “Great Brittaines Strengh and
Weakenes” on May 5, 1628. All that remains
of it in his papers is a 1,500 word introduction,
the first page of which appears here by
permission of the British Library. It is a good
example of how legibly he could write when
he was making a “fair copy” of a document.
Compare his hand here with his insertions

to the “descent” on the preceding images. The
citations in the margin demonstrate his
insistence on thorough documentation to
support his assertions.
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Portrait of Anne Clopton D’Ewes (c. 1626). Window in the Clopton Chantry of Holy
By permission of the West Suffolk Anglo-Saxon Trinity Church in Long Melford combining

Village Trust. D’Ewes and Clopton devices).



Ewes in 1631.
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preached the funeral sermon for Paul D




The “baby brass” under
which lie three infant sons
of Anne and Simonds is
immediately in front of the
altar at Lavenham and
overlooked from the north

by the Copinger wall
monument.




Great Thornham Hall (near
Eye, Suffolk) was the home of
Wiseman Bokenham, Esq.,
who married Simonds’s

sister Grace in 1625. This is

a 16th-century painting of

his home, which was pulled
down in the 18" century and

replaced with the current
hall.




Boxted Hall, Suffolk (four miles northeast of Long Melford) is a moated 14"-century manor house. It was the home
of Sir William Poley, who married Simonds’s youngest sister, Elizabeth (Betty), in 1636. Their portraits, which hang
in the house (still the property of the Weller-Poley family) appear in the next slide.



Sir William Poley
and his wife
Elizabeth.




Marie (or Mary) D’Ewes married
Sir Thomas Bowes of Much
Bromley, Essex, in 1626.
Simonds later made Sir Thomas
the executor of his will.

Reproduced by permission of
the Royal Collection,
Buckingham Palace.
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St. Margaret’s Church (15%-century) in Parliament Square, just north of Westminster Abbey. It has long been known

as “the parish church of the House of Commons,” and Simonds heard many parliamentary fast sermons here
during the 1640s.
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in what was called “the old palace yard,”

icted here. He was only a few minutes” walk from St. Stephen

ings
inster where the House of Commons met.

imonds had lodgi
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Visitors to the Manuscripts Reading Room of the British Library in St. Pancras, London, pass by a

bust and a portrait. The bust is of Sir Robert Cotton, Simonds’s mentor and friend in matters political

and bibliographical. The portrait is of Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, who bought D’Ewes’s huge library

in 1705. Harley’s collection, purchased in 1753 by Parliament, is a major building block of the BL collection.



