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Borderlands can be understood as places where people meet and interact. This happens 
all over the world and is right now one of the most fruitful new approaches in historical 
research. The seminar will focus on economic, political, social, ethnic, and religious 
borderlands in Europe and North America from the late Middle ages until today. We’ll be 
reading classical texts, such as “The Frontier in American History” by Frederick Jackson 
Turner, and examine his reception in European borderlands research in the 
Mediterranean, France and Spain as well as Sweden and Russia. Furthermore, following 
individual interests of students, we may discuss cross-cultural contacts in the 
borderlands.  
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