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The UC Santa Barbara Academic Senate has
awarded Distinguished Professor Nelson Lichten-
stein the Faculty Research Lecture Award for 2019.
Established in 1955, the award is the highest honor
the faculty bestows on one of its members. The se-
lection committee described Lichtenstein, a profes-
sor of history and director of the campus’s Center
for the Study of Work, Labor and Democracy, as
one of the most important 20*-century U.S. histori-
ans working in any field. Especially notable were his
contributions to American labor history, global cap-
italism, and political economy. Former History De-
partment chair Sharon Farmer praised Lichtenstein
as “anything but an Ivory Tower intellectual. He has
earned international acclaim not because his intelli-
gence is wedded to ambition, but because his intelli-
gence and creativity are guided by a deep passion for
improving and preserving democracy and economic
justice.”
Lichtenstein earned his Ph.D. from UC Berkeley
and taught at American University, Catholic Uni-
versity of America and the University of Virginia
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On Wednesday June 5, the History Department’s
2019 Awards Ceremony was held in the McCune
Conference Room in the Interdisciplinary Humanities
Center. On June 16, 104 majors in history or history of
public policy and 30 history minors will graduate on
the Faculty Club Green. Samantha Putnam, the
Program Director of the UCSB Alumni Association,
presented the A. Russell Buchanan Award for the
Outstanding Senior to Kennedy Didier. Paul Spickard
nominated Kennedy for this award.
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Phi Beta Kappa elected 165 of the approximately
5,000 graduates to its ranks. Their average GPA was
3.81. History majors Miguel Sanchez Morquecho and
James Paules became new members of the nation’s
oldest honor society (founded in 1776). Phi Beta Kappa
also named James Paules this year’s winner of the
Drake Honor Key, an award created by the UCSB Phi
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Professor Hal Drake for more than forty years of
service to the chapter.

Dylan Kish won the Stuart Bernath Prize for the
best paper in a one-quarter undergraduate seminar.
Written for Hilary Bernstein’s seminar in early
modern European history, Dylan’s paper was titled
“The Theatrics of Women: Female Voices in
Seventeenth-century English Comedy.” Since 1998,
the History Associates Board Prize has recognized the
best paper produced in the department’s two-quarter
Senior Honors Seminar. The 2019 winner is Julia
Madden-Fulk’s paper (“From ‘Early Days to
Alcatraz: a History of Native American Engagement
with Public Space in California, 1890 to the present”)
was nominated by Adrienne Edgar, who described it
as  “a fascinating paper on Native-American
responses to their visual representation in California
public spaces. Her thesis is beautifully written and
clearly argued, and it resonates with recent debates
over the removal of Confederate statues.” Julia’s
mentor was Randy Bergstrom. Alex Bumpers won
the History of Public Policy Senior Thesis Award for
his paper on Oil and Islam: The Central Role of Saudi
Arabia in the Eisenhower Administration’s Middle
East Policies from 1954 to 1958. His mentor is Salim
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In 2018, the Amy Talbott Leach Award was
established in her memory. A member of the Class of
1986, Amy’s study of history at UCSB helped shape
her understanding of the world and recognizes her
love of travel and her commitment to social justice in
the United States and abroad. The award supports
undergraduate History majors who are taking part in
the UC Education Abroad Program or the UC
Washington Program. Rachel Schneibel will be in
London next fall participating in the Arts, Society and

Space component at the UC London Center and
researching Protestant refugees in London. Elisa Oatis
received the Marion Ramstad Scholarship, earmarked
for juniors interested in European or Asian history.
Marion Ramstad and her husband Dean were
philanthropists who were former residents of Santa
Barbara deeply involved with UCSB. Elisa was
nominated by Hilary Bernstein and Brad Bouley for
her outstanding work in their courses in early modern
European history.

Finally, so far as undergraduate awards are
concerned, twelve students completed the demanding
two-quarter Senior Honors Seminar which was taught
by Adrienne Edgar. They are Chelsea Borg, Calvin
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Chiu, Ashlynn Deu Pree, Noah Fleishman, Ciaran
Hiney, Jeffrey Kaplan, Sarah Kinane, Julia Madden-
Fulk, Nicholas Papazyan, James Paules, Shervin Rafie,
and Kristina Ruvalcaba.

In memory of the UCSB History Associates
founding president, the Dick Cook Memorial
Fellowship is bestowed on graduate students who
make extra efforts to contribute to the department and
needs of their students and colleagues. The Dick Cook
Fellow this year is Sarah Hanson-Kegerreis, who was
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dissertation, which she expects to finish by September,
is titled “Gender, Work, and Economic Power: Elite
Urban Women in Late Medieval Douai, 1285-1384.” It
analyzes “familial strategies from transferring wealth
from one generation to another which emphasized
training daughters for work rather than giving them
dowries for marriage.” She won a Fulbright Fellowship
which supported her research in France in 2015-16.
Her record of service to the campus and department
includes being the department chair’s research
assistant for compilation of useful date on grad student
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enrollment and attrition. In addition, she was the
graduate student representative on the Early Modern
Europe Search in 2016-17, an arduous task which she
performed superbly.

Twenty-one graduate students received History
Associates Fellowships for such purposes as travel to
archives and conferences and other essential
expenses: Eun-joo Ahn (McCray), Harini Alladi
(Rappaport), Allison Bocchino (Blumenthal), Julia
Crisler (Farmer), Nicole De Silva (Jacobson), Sarah
Dunne (Jacobson), Amy Fallas (Seikaly), Thomas
Franke (Blumenthal), Julie Johnson (Rappaport), Lisa
Johnson (Digeser), Yu Liu (Zheng), David McIntosh
(Spickard), Maria del Pilar Ramirez del Restrepo
(Cobo), Nicky Rhenberg (Alagona), Chloe Roberts
(Bernstein), Susan Schmidt (Lansing), Elizabeth
Schmidt (Rapaport), Andreina Soto (Laurent-
Perrault), Mika Thornburg (Spickard, McDonald),
Mario Tumen (Mendez Gastelumendi) and Mattie
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Webb (Yaqub). Christopher MacMahon (Brooks) got
the Wilbur Jacobs Award for the best work in early
American  history, and he works on the
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environmental history of what would become the
state of Nevada. Mattie Webb (Yaqub) garnered the
Ellison Prize for the best graduate seminar paper: “A
Matter of ‘Principle” the Carter Administration &
Black Activism Confront South Africa.” The Donald
Van Gelderen Memorial Fellowship goes to a
student who returned to graduate study after
pursuing family or other interests, and its recipient
this year is Susan Schmidt (Lansing) who is writing
on competitions over changing understandings of
public space in medieval Italian towns such as
Bologna, Lucca and Orvieto.

The Van Gelderen Graduate Fellowship for
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scholarship on the American West went to Mariel
Aquino (Brooks) who is studying the ways that
narratives of the Basques as the mystery people of
Europe have shaped 'I?asque-'Al}_iekri%an'2 igc'eg%ities,
employment opportunities, rac1§1 categorization and
national pride. The Robert L. Kelley Fellowship
recognizes an outstanding graduate student in one of
the three fields of US history to which Kelley made
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important contributions. This year it goes to Nicole
De Silva (Jacobson) whose dissertation is “From
Home Builders to World Builders: Women’s
Transnational Peace Organizing and the Tactic of
Consumer Diplomacy, 1919-1945.”

The Lawrence Badash Prize for the best graduate
student paper in the history of science and medicine
went to Sean Gilleran (McCray). Its title is ““We
Have Your Mechanical Brain An Internet History
of Malcolm X. Hall” which describes the course and
the aftermath of the October 1968 seizure of North
Hall by twelve African American UCSB students.
The building contained UCSB’s top-of-the-line IBM
System 360/65 computer which would later become
a key component of the ARPANET (forerunner of
the Internet).
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The late Stephen Hay, long our historian of
India, and his wife Eloise created a grant to support
graduate study of Islamic thought and culture. The
current recipient is Amy Fallas (Seikaly), and she is
studying Coptic charity and Christian kinship in
late Ottoman Egypt. The Robert O. Collins Award
celebrates the best first publication by a graduate
student. The winner is Kali Yamboliev (Lansing) for
her article published in the online journal, Studies in
Late Antiquiety, vol. 3, #1 (2019). Its title is “Italian
Narratives of Oppositional Identity: Hagiography &
Affect in Distancing the Late Antique & Medieval
Saracen and the Modern Migrant.”

The John Coleman Award for the best paper in
international history was written by Kashia Arnold
(O’Connor) for her paper titled “The Limits of
Exclusion: the Confluence of Labor, Race and Firms
in the Transpacific World of Commerce.” The
Michael Bransfield Prize recognizes the best paper or

project in public history, and it was won by Julia
Madden-Fulk for her paper on representations of
Native Americans in California mentioned earlier.
The Frank and Amanda Clark Frost Prize is for the
best graduate paper or dissertation chapter in
military, diplomatic, scientific, economic or bio-
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graphical history. This year the prize is shared
between Nicole De Silva and Neil Johnson. Nicole’s
paper, written for Lisa Jacobson’s seminar, is titled
“The Global and the Intimates: Gendered Peace
Movements and the Trade Politics of Undergarments,
1920-1932.” Neil’s paper, written for Nelson
Lichtenstein’s seminar, is about “The ‘Strange Career’
of Manpower Theory: the Case for Active} Irahoy |
Market Polity in the Postwar United States.” The
Darcy Ruth Ritzau Graduate Student Award for a
graduate student with particular needs went to
Thomas Franke.

The J. Bruce Anderson Memorial Fellowship for
the outstanding teaching assistant in the department
was garnered by Susan Schmidt (Lansing) and Will
Thompson (Bernstein). Elizabeth Schmidt
(Rappaport) got the Richard and Jeanne Williams
Endowed Graduate Fellowship. Kali Yamboliev
(Lansing) received the Richard Mayberry Award for
overall scholarly excellence, and the Esme Frost
Fellowship for students of pre-modern European
history was shared between Shane Sprandio (Lansing)
and Allison Bocchino (Blumenthal). Thomas Franke
received the C. Warren Hollister Memorial
Fellowship for scholarship about medieval Europe.

The Schlaikjer-McIntyre Fellowships for Japanese
History went to Kandra Politis (Roberts) and Erin
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Trumble (McDonald). The DeConde-Burns Prize for
the outstanding student of U.S. foreign policy was
Addie Jensen (Yaqub), and the Ken Moure and Sarah
Norquay Award went to Chloe Roberts (Bernstein).
Will Thompson got the Gallagher Rainy Day Award,
Julie Johnson (Rappaport) got the Patricia Cohen
Endowed Graduate Fellowship.
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stimulating and thoughtful talk by Kennedy Didier,
our outstanding senior and Buchanan Award winner,
the event was adjourned and followed by a reception
in the departmental conference room.
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Melissa Barthelemy has made a major

contribution to a new website marking the fifth
anniversary of the Isla Vista shootings.

See https://islavistamemorialproject.omeka.net/

Munther al-Sabbagh (PhD 2019, Sabra) has
accepted a tenure-track assistant professorship in
history at Shaykh Zayed University (in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates). He has also published an
article on “Gender, Marriage and Narrativity in
Ayyub’s Tadhkira” in Orient, vol. 54, 2019.

Francisco Beltran (PhD 2019, Spickard, Castillo
Munoz) has completed his dissertation and accepted
a visiting assistant professorship in the Department of
History at San Francisco State University.

Sasha Coles (Jacobson) is the founder and chief
historian of a website focused on the Walt Disney
parks: https://enchantedarchives.com/

Fang He (PhD 2018, Zhao, Cohen) has secured a
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_ Club, Veronica Andrade.
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The history department welcomed back its
alumni on April 26% as part of the campus
homecoming event, All Gaucho Reunion. We
invited alumni to participate in a lunch and career-
panel moderated by the president of our History
Four amazing former
History undergraduates Avery Barboza (2018),
Kilma Lattin (2002), Rebecca Stephens Loman
(2006), and Avi Ross (2001) told us how they
entered graduate school, became a family physician,
became a helicopter pilot, received an MBA, entered
politics and won Emmy award, and became a lawyer
and real estate developer. After some reminiscing
about favorite professors, such as our beloved and
recently retired Professor Hasegawa, our History
club students asked alumni about their experiences
at UCSB and the choices they made to prepare for
the job market. No one had a straight path to one
career, and we confirmed our sense that history
majors are incredibly creative, talented and

In the afternoon, Elizabeth Schmidt, Masha
Federova, Giuliana Perrone, Lisa Jacobson, Utathya
Chattopadhyaya, Jarett Henderson and Erika
Rappaport set up a table on Food, Drugs, and
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