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ECONOMIES OF HEALING IN EGYPT

Upper Egyptian and Black African women healers,
and the amulets they wielded, shaped robust spiritual
and political economies of healing in Egypt’s long
nineteenth century. Known as “old wives,” these
women stood at the center of a contest over power,
expertise and scientitic authority. Despite repeated
and overlapping imperial, colonial, and nationalist
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preparation, Superstitious
Women: Race, Magic, and
Medicine in Egypt, uses modern
Egyptian amulets as an archive
to reconstruct the magical and
vernacular medical lite-worlds of
peasant women healers, and
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