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- Human nature contains the seeds of humanity's destruction. Or so it seemed to popular consumers of |

. evolutionary theory in the late 1960s who maintained that the essential quality distinguishing the human
animal from its simian kin lay in our capacity for murder. This startlingly pessimistic view enjoyed particular

' currency in the United States between 1966 and 1975. Even ten years earlier, this vision of humanity would have |
struck many scientists as odd. After the Second World War, liberal American biologists and anthropologists :

- had crafted an account of humanity’'s past that emphasized a common evolutionary heritage bonded through
continued inter-breeding into a universal family of man. This talk tells the story of how definitions of human
nature came to grip public science with such force and why purported insights shifted, so dramatically and in
such a short time, from seeing humanity as characterized by our unique capacity for reasoned cooperationto

‘emphasizing, even lauding, our proficiency with violence.
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