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Southern California’s smartest defense intellectuals preferred to hang
out in some of its toniest beach communities, at RAND in Santa Monica,
Hughes Research Laboratories in Malibu, and Nortronics in Palos Verdes,
places designed to recruit, retain, and inspire them with bold architecture,
scenic views, challenging problems, brilliant colleagues and a lifestyle
best described as ‘cold war avant-garde”. Long before companies such
as Apple and Google learned how to attract and indulge their high tech
workforces with espresso bars, climbing walls, flextime, and other perks,
these laboratories perfected the art of concierge science. Whether through

ted contemporary art collections, guest lecture series by recent Nobel

pnze winners, or simply the opportunity to live and play in some of the

areg‘s best beachfront resorts, these companies reimagined the scientific
Jlfe asa aesthetlc ch0|ce for members of an emerging ‘creative class,’ with
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