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Dear History, History of Public Policy and Law, and Medieval Studies majors:

It is our pleasure to invite you to apply to the Department of History Senior Honors Seminar, taking place in the Fall and Winter quarters of the 2020-2021 academic year. This seminar is open to students in their junior year who have achieved a GPA of at least 3.5 in their upper division major, and have completed or are currently enrolled in a minimum of 4 upper division history courses.


Details about the program are provided in the UCSB General Catalog, as well as on the  History Department Website. A crucial condition for joining the Senior Honors Seminar is to find a faculty mentor for your two-quarter thesis project. If you are interested in the seminar, please contact Corey Carpenter, History Department Undergraduate Advisor, at corey_carpenter@ucsb.edu who will verify your eligibility to apply. If eligible, you are asked to attend an information session via Zoom, led by Professor Debra Blumenthal, the seminar director in 2020-21, and Corey Carpenter. We will explain how the seminar runs, what you need to submit with your application, and answer any questions you may have. We don’t have a date or time nailed down for this yet, so please be on the lookout for further information. 
To be considered for participation in the Senior Honors Seminar you must:

1. By Wednesday, May 13, at 5 p.m., email Professor Blumenthal to express interest in the seminar (AFTER you have emailed Corey to verify your eligibility).
2. By Wednesday, May 20, 5 p.m., email Professor Blumenthal one of your History papers as a sample of your researching and writing abilities. A digital version is preferred. Please rename the file to have your last name as the first word in the filename, followed by the year you wrote it, for example: Smith2018CivilWar.pdf. The email should have "Honors Seminar application" as its subject line, and must describe the topic you intend to pursue in the seminar.
3. By Wednesday, May 20, 5 p.m., have a history faculty thesis advisor email Professor Blumenthal stating a) how well they know you, b) that they approve your topic, and c) that they have agreed to mentor you for an honors thesis in 2020-2021.
To give you a better sense of the amazing projects our students produce in the seminar each year, typically, we would invite you to attend our annual Senior Honors Thesis colloquium.  Due to the current campus closures, however, we, unfortunately, have had to cancel the colloquium this year.   If we do decide to hold any kind of virtual colloquium, we will be sure to let you know and will invite you to attend. 
Please give serious thought to joining this seminar. It is designed to provide highly motivated students of exceptional ability an opportunity to round out their undergraduate education by working closely with a faculty mentor to conduct in-depth research on a topic and write an original thesis. If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let either of us know!
Sincerely, 



Debra Blumenthal, Professor



Corey Carpenter, Undergraduate Advisor
