History 195IA
Senior Thesis in the History of Public Policy 

Winter 2017
T 3:00-5:50, HSSB 4080
Professor Alice O’Connor

HSSB 3252, aoconnor@history.ucsb.edu

Office hours: W 1:00-3:00, and by appointment


History 195IA is the first part of a two-quarter sequence of seminar meetings and guided research designed to provide undergraduate History of Public Policy majors with the opportunity to produce an original, 45-60 pp. thesis on a policy-related topic of their choice, relying on a combination of primary and secondary source material. Designed as the capstone to the historically-rooted, interdisciplinary History of Public Policy major, the thesis requirement invites students to build on the knowledge and historical perspective they have developed to formulate an original research question and explore it in depth.  Students begin the seminar having identified a research topic in consultation with an appropriate faculty advisor, with whom they will meet independently and outside of seminar throughout the two quarters, for research direction, progress monitoring, and comments on drafts.  The seminar instructor will work in concert with the advisor to provide structure, interim assignments and deadlines, instruction on the research and writing process, and comments on drafts.  This process involves several steps, and the seminar is set up to initiate and structure them so that students can complete the thesis in a timely manner.  During winter quarter, seminar discussions and assignments will focus on the following: 
· choosing a focused, coherent and manageable (and enjoyable!) research topic;
· identifying an accessible set of sources, both primary and secondary;
· conducting critical review of the evidence, and taking careful notes on sources;
· formulating a central thesis/set of arguments and using evidence to back them up;
· preparing an outline and first draft of the Introduction. 
This will in turn prepare students to work more independently, with guidance from faculty advisors and the seminar instructor, to complete the thesis during spring quarter and to present it formally at the 2017 History of Public Policy Undergraduate Research Conference at the end of spring quarter (date TBA).

A related objective for the seminar is to hone students’ critical, analytic, and writing skills in assignments and class discussions about the issues, problems and dilemmas raised in doing original historical research: finding, verifying and interpreting the evidence, using appropriate research methods, identifying the audience, writing and revising the thesis and, of course, the question of why history matters as a way of understanding the topic in question.  

Format: The main focus of the weekly seminar meetings will be on student presentations and in-class discussion of research-in-progress, with attention to the problems and dilemmas you may be encountering in the research and writing process, to matters of interpretation, and to the substance of what you are learning in your research. You will be asked to make frequent oral presentations, designed both to educate the rest of the class about your particular topic, and to take you through the stages of conceptualizing, researching, developing an argument for, organizing and, finally, writing your thesis.  These presentations will give you valuable experience in presenting your own work and will help you to clarify your ideas and arguments as you go along. 

Regular consultation with your peers and with the instructor is also an important part of the course.  For this reason, weekly class attendance and participation is required.  Unavoidable absences must be excused in advance.

Course Requirements: 1.) weekly attendance; 2.) completion of weekly assignments; 3.) consultation with thesis advisor; 4.) class participation and peer review.
Reading: Jules R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History (excerpts) and other course materials (student drafts, e.g.) to be posted on Gauchospace. 
Grading: Students will be graded at the end of spring quarter, with input from the seminar instructor and the faculty advisor, and based on performance at each stage of the seminar as well as the final thesis.
Key dates (assignments due—details below):

Jan. 23:  research prospectus (3-5 pp)
Feb. 6:  review of secondary sources (6-7 pp)
Feb. 13: outline of argument and discussion of select primary sources (6-7 pp)
Feb 20: Thesis outline and bibliography
Mar 12: Draft introductory sections (12-15 pp).
Mar 21: Submit detailed plan, schedule, road map for spring quarter! 

Schedule
 Jan 10:  Course Introduction


Preliminary discussion of topics (1-2 paragraph abstract due in class).
Assignment for next week: Meet with your faculty advisor to discuss, refine your topic and review/develop your preliminary bibliography (and start reading!).
Jan 17: Library session with Sherri Barnes and Shari Laster.  Meet in Davidson Library, Room 1575 at 3:00 pm. 
Assignment for next week: 1.) Read Benjamin, pp. 25-50; 2.) Prepare a 3-5 pp research prospectus: stating the topic; discussing its significance as history and policy; briefly discussing whether/how other scholars have approached this general topic; outlining your own approach, what’s distinctive about it, and the central research questions you will focus on; and including a list of at least 10 secondary (scholarly books and journal articles) and 5 primary sources you intend to use. Due in to me for posting on Gauchospace by Monday Jan 23rd.
Jan 24: Oral presentations/discussion of research prospectus 

Discussion of research techniques, note taking strategies, and historical             evidence

  Assignment for next week: 1.) Read Benjamin, pp. 117-127; 2.) Based on a review of the sources you have identified in your prospectus, prepare a brief packet of background materials (no more than 20 pages total) that includes one secondary source (article, or short excerpt from a book) and 1-2 primary sources relating to your topic. The purpose of the packet is to give others in your peer review group (to be assigned) information on your topic so that they will be prepared to ask informed questions and offer comments as you make progress on your research through the quarter. Due in to me for posting on Gauchospace by Monday Jan 30th.
Jan 31: Peer review group meetings, discussion of background document packets (in class)
Assignment for next week: 1.) Read Benjamin, pp. 128-143. 2.) Prepare a written and oral report (6-7 pp), on the major findings and interpretations you are encountering in your review of the major secondary sources you have identified (i.e. what do other historians have to say about your topic?; What are the major points of historical debate, disagreement, consensus? What ideas are you interested in testing, and/or challenging?). This will be a first take on what will eventually be a more thorough literature review in your thesis; it will also help to guide your subsequent research and your own evolving argument.  Due in to me for posting on Gauchospace by Monday Feb 6th. 
Feb 7: Oral presentation and discussion of research in progress: review of secondary sources 
Discussion: developing an argument and organizing your paper

Assignment for next week: Prepare a written and oral report (6-7 pp) outlining your argument and analyzing a selection of the primary sources you will be using in developing it. Due in to me for posting on Gauchospace by Monday Feb 13th.
Feb 14: Oral presentation and discussion of research in progress: review of primary sources 
Assignment for next week: 1.) Prepare an outline of your thesis, and a formal bibliography listing primary and secondary sources (see link on Gauchospace to Chicago Manual of Style for appropriate format). Due in to me for posting on Gauchospace by Monday Feb 20th.
Feb 21: Presentation and discussion of outlines
Feb 28: Discussion of writing issues and strategies
Assignment to start on for week 10: based on the comments from peers and instructor, revise your outline and write a draft of the introductory section of your thesis (12-15pp), including a statement of the topic and its significance, a discussion of its historical context, and a review of the existing secondary literature your thesis speaks to. Due no later than Sunday March 12 for posting on Gauchospace.  

Mar 7: No class meeting: sign up for individual meetings with Prof. O’Connor
Mar 14: Oral presentations/class discussion of draft introductions.
Final assignment due no later than March 21st: Devise and write out a plan and schedule for drafting installments, consulting with your advisor, peer working group, and Professor O’Connor during spring quarter. 
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