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On Wednesday June 7 in the McCune Conference
Room, the History Department’s Awards Ceremony
began the commencement season that will conclude
on the Faculty Club Green on June 18. This year,
109 students will graduate with degrees in history,
the history of public policy, or medieval studies.
Eight of them—Andy Chen, Paola de la Cruz, Rob-
ert King, James Cameron,, Emily Leifer, Vincent
Shepherd, Katie Weinstein, and Cheryl Wilson—
were chosen for membership in Phi Beta Kappa (the
US’s oldest scholastic honor society, founded in
1776). Paola de la Cruz-Perez received the Hal
Drake Honor Key as the highest achieving history
major to enter Phi Beta Kappa.
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The Stuart Bernath Prize for the ;:-_
best paper in a one-quarter under-
graduate seminar went to Elizabeth
Schmitt. Her paper (“You Can Con-
sider Him a Symbol” compared Em-
met Till and Khaled Said, two young
men whose deaths inspired move-
ments for dignity and freedom
(Seikaly). Katie Sebas received the
History Associates Board Prize for
the best Senior Honors Seminar pa- |
per. It was titled “The Clinton Ad-
ministration and the Rwandan Gen-
ocide” (Yaqub). Elizabeth Schmitt’s

Elizabeth
Schmitt
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The UCSB History Department has an impressive
track record of having students who win campus-
wide awards at Commencement. But this year is our
strongest showing ever. Four of our graduating sen-
iors won a total of five major awards. Andy Chen
(also our A. Russell Buchanan Outstanding Senior)
got the William Reardon Undergraduate Award for
outstanding achievement in the humanities and
arts, and her Senior Honors paper received the
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Undergradu-
ate Research. She has completed a triple major
(Medieval Studies, Classics, Linguistics). Her paper
was titled “Worship and War: Sacred Space in Byz-
antine Military Religion.”
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Paola de la Cruz won the Thomas Storke Award
for excellence, outstanding scholarship, and extraor-
dinary service to the university, its students, and the
community. She worked as a restorative court stu-
dent intern with the Superior Court of Santa Barba-
ra (2013-15) and in 2015-16, she served as the Asso-
ciated Students’ External Vice President for Local
Affairs in Isla Vista, working on voter registration,
tenants’ rights, and IV self-governance.
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“Representation without Taxation: Isla Vista and the
Tax Revolt in California” was chosen as the best pa-

per in the History of Public Policy Senior Seminar
(O’Connor).

A new prize established this year is in memory of
Amy Talbott Leach (Class of 1986). Her study of his-
tory at UCSB helped shape her understanding of the
world in which she lived and recognizes her commit-
ment to social justice in the United States and abroad
and her love of travel. The prize supports under-
graduate History majors who are taking part in the
UC Education Abroad Program or the UC Washing-
ton Program (UCDC). The winners Sydney Martin
(who will intern in Washington for the University of
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California Office of Federal and Governmental Rela-
tions) and Steven Abdalmalik (who will study inter-
national human rights law at the London School of
Economics).

The Marion Ramstad Scholarship, earmarked for
juniors interested in European or Asian History, was
divided between Matthew Hernandez (McGee) and
Alexander Garcia (Roberts). The William Nida
Scholarship for seniors interested in teaching U.S.
history went to Angelica Garcia (Castillo-Munoz and
Spickard). The DAR’s Margaret Straight Scholarship
goes to a junior who plans to teach American histo-
ry. This year’s recipient is Molly Silvestrini (Case).

The Dick Cook Memorial Award to students who
made extraordinary contributions in service to the
department and the campus was shared by under-
graduates Cheryl Wilson and Paola de la Cruz-Perez
and one grad student, David McIntosh (who served
as president of the UCSB Graduate Students Associa-
tion this year).

Eighteen graduate students received History Asso-
ciates Fellowships for such purposes as travel to ar-
chives and conferences: Thomas Franke, Mariel

Aquino, Kashia Arnold, Melissa Barthelemy, Serge
Ferrari, Doug Genens, Jesse Halvorsen, Fang He, Ibra-
him Mansour, Lisa Meyers, Caitlin Rathe, Chloe Rob-
erts, Anna Rudolph, Susan Schmidt, Stephanie Seketa,
Shane Sprandio, Mario Tumen and Moriah Ulinskas.

Histoiv Associates Fellows, 2017
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In addition, named fellowships funded by the Histo-
ry Associates were handed out. Mario Tumen gar-
nered the Powell Prize for a graduate student who has
made a distinguished contribution to Latin American
and Iberian Studies. The Wilbur Jacobs Prize honors
excellent work in early American history and went to
Rana Razek (O’Connor) and Mariel Aquino (Brooks).
Rana researches Syrian immigration (1885-1911), and
Mariel is working on Basque immigrants to the Amer-
ican West.
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The Ellison Prize recognizes the best graduate semi-
nar paper. It was shared by Sasha Coles (Jacobson)
and Rana Razek (O’Connor). Sasha’s paper (““A Na-
tion’s Wealth Surrounds a Worm’: Mormonism, Con-
sumer Politics, and Utah’s Silk industry, 1850s-19067)
shows how Mormons managed the transition from a
marginalized subgroup into the respectable main-
stream by assessing their changing relationship to cap-
italist enterprise and the marketplace of goods. Sasha
also got the Van Gelderen Graduate Fellowship. Rana
wrote on “Trails & Fences” (an analysis of Syrian mi-
gration to the U.S. from 1885-1911).
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The Robert L. Kelley Fellowship recognizes an out-
standing student in one of the fields to which he
made important contributions. Doug Genens
(O’Connor) is a historian of public policy and focuses
on the debate about the future of rural America from
1945 to 1980. The Donald Van Gelderen Memorial
Award goes to a person who returned to graduate
study after pursuing family or other interests, and
Stephanie Seketa (Rappaport) is the recipient. She
studies the impact of anti-Semitism and xenophobia
on the business practices of British corporate capital-
ism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Stepha-
nie also got the Ken Moure and Sara Norquay Gradu-
ate Award for research in modern European history.

Julie Johnson (Rappaport) received the Lawrence
Badash Prize for outstanding work in the history of
science and medicine for her paper, “A Woman’s
Business: Branding Marie Stopes, 1918-1939.” The
Robert O. Collins Award the best first publication by
a graduate student, and its recipient is Fang He
(Zhou) for her essay ““Golden Lilies’ across the Pa-
cific: Footbinding and the American Enforcement of
Chinese Exclusion Laws” appeared in Gendering the
Trans-Pacific World (Brill, 2017). Keven Breu’s analy-
sis of differing approaches to the AIDS crisis in Bra-
zil, Argentina, Haiti and Cuba (1980-2000) received
the Orozco Prize for the best paper in the history of
Latin America (Mendez).

David Baillargeon (Rappaport) garnered the Frank
and Amanda Clark Frost Prize for the best seminar
paper or dissertation chapter in military, diplomatic,
scientific, economic or biographical history. His essay
(““The Great White Chief’: the Abolition of Slavery in
Colonial Burma, 1826-1935”) shows that the notion
that humanitarian concerns drove the process of
abolishing slavery tells only a small part of the true
story. Mariel Aquino’s conference paper on the
Basques in the western U.S. garnered the Michael
Bransfield Prize for the best work in public history.

The John Coleman Award for the best paper in in-
ternational history was written by Andrew Elrod
(Lichtenstein) on “The multinational Corporation
and Détente: Investment Policy, Full Employment,
and the Trade Act of 1974.” Andrew also got the De
Conde/Burns Prize in the history of U. S. foreign re-
lations. The Harold and Kathleen Drake Award to
support graduate study in the ancient Mediterranean
and ancient Chinese history went to Lisa Meyers
(Digeser). Chris McQuilkin received the Darcy Ruth
Ritzau Graduate Student Award.

The Esme Frost Fellowship for achievement in pre-
modern European went to Kalina Yamboliev (Lansing)
who is completing her year in Rome as a Fulbright Fel-
low. Sarah Hanson (Farmer), another former Fulbright
Fellow, is the recipient of the C. Warren Hollister Me-
morial Fellowship for the study of medieval European
history. and Kit Smemo (Lichtenstein) won the Rich-
ard Mayberry Award for overall scholarly excellence.

Nicole DeSilva (Majewski, Jacobson) got the ]. Bruce
Anderson Memorial Fellowship for the outstanding
T.A. in the Department of History, and Thomas
Franke (Blumenthal) received the Williams Endowed
Graduate Fellowship to support his research into
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“Black Spaniards: Color, Status, and Community in
Sixteenth-Century Valencia.” Travis Seifman is the re-
cipient of the Schlaikjer-McIntyre Fellowship for his
research on the relationship between the Ryukyu King-
dom (Okinawa) and the Tokugawa Shogunate in Edo
(Tokyo) from 1600 to 1868.
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John Lee’s fascinating exhibition, “Helmets of the First
World War: Battle, Technology, and Culture,” will be
available only until June 30. If you haven’t seen it yet,
do consider a visit to the Davidson Library. Besides
the helmets, the exhibit includes photos and maps
from UCSB Library’s Special Research Collections
along with artifacts loaned by UCSB alumnus John
Blankenship and the Pierre Claeyssens Veterans Foun-
dation. Undergraduate researcher Sydney Martin, a
second-year student worked with Prof. Lee to prepare
the exhibition. See  http://guides.library.ucsb.edu/
c.php?g=585403&p=4043134

LET US HEAR FROM YOU: Send letters to: Editor, Histo-

ria, Dept. of History, UCSB, Santa Barbara, CA 93106
9410 (or edmail to: jsmcgee @ history.ucsb.edu)
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http://guides.library.ucsb.edu/c.php?g=585403&p=4043134
http://guides.library.ucsb.edu/c.php?g=585403&p=4043134
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Katie Correia received the Dean of Undergraduate
Education Commencement Award for outstanding
scholarship and contributions to the campus commu-
nity, such as working for the Guardian Scholar’s Pro-
gram, which supports the educations of former foster
youth. She developed resources for other students who
are, like herself, parents and transfer students. Cheryl
Wilson garnered the Deans’ Award for Outstanding
Senior. As a sophomore, she was elected president of
the UCSB Mock Trial Club, and in 2015 the American
Mock Trial Association named her the “All-Nation
Outstanding Attorney.” AT UCDC during her junior
year, she served as an intern both at the White House
and the Department of Justice. The Department of
Justice then hired her for a year as a paid employee
during which she earned credits toward her UCSB BA
and organizing a Mentorship Day which brought stu-
dents from local high schools to the DOJ.

In addition, twelve students completed the depart-
ment’s highly demanding Senior Honors Seminar.
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By Serge Ferrari

On March 10, 2017, the History of Public Policy
Program and the Center for the Study of Work, La-
bor, and Democracy hosted a symposium and dinner
in honor of Professor Mary Furner, who retired last
year after a near quarter-century in the Department
of History at UC Santa Barbara. Dozens of colleagues
and former students from throughout the United
States attended the event to celebrate her remarkable
career. The symposium was entitled Scholar, Mentor,
Humanist, and commemorated Professor Furner’s
contributions to research and teachin@, EARYLs nék
longstanding commitment to scholarship with a pub-
lic purpose.
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‘After heartfelt introductions by Alice O’Connor,
Nelson Lichtenstein, and Chancellor Yang, Professor
Furner kicked off the symposium with a new paper
on labor standards regulations in the Gilded Age. A
lively round of comments followed, drawing atten-
tion to many of the paper’s provocative interventions,
including the notion of a state-level ‘freedom of con-
tract’ moment that had predated the Lochner era. In
classic Furner fashion, during the Q&A she seamless-
ly cultivated a conversational tone, inviting attendees
to discuss the history freely and its significance for
the present.

The rest of the symposium was structured around a
series of panels in which former students (many of
them now colleagues) gave talks on Professor Fur-
ner’s influence on their work and experience. The first
panel of speakers presented new research that reflect-
ed fields of study to which Professor Furner has lon
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Jill Jenson of Redlands University presented a project
on international labor standards and political econo-
my, and Mark Hendrickson of UCSD spoke about the
“field shaping” nature of Advocacy and Objectivity and
confessed that it continues as one of the few books to

never leave his desktop.

Other speakers reflected
upon Professor Furner’s
excellence as a teacher,
noting that it has served as
a continual source of in-
spiration. David G. Schus-
ter of Indiana University-
Purdue University Fort
Wayne spoke of the rela-
tionship between critical
thinking and writing his-

tory, while John Baranski talked about “teaching that
matters” in his experience at El Camino College. Josh

Ashenmiller, too, focused on teachini, and also talked
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(the first time this historic preservation award has
been granted since 2010) by the Santa Monica Con-
servancy to recognize her research “into the history
of African-Americans in Santa Monica and her edu-
cation of the public about this subject.” Jake Ham-
blin (PhD 2001, Badash) is the recipient of the Da-
vis Prize from the History of Science Society for his
2013 book, Arming Mother Nature. It goes to the
best history of science book written for a popular
audience. He is a Professor of History and Director
of OSU Environmental Arts at Oregon State. Justin
Bengry (PhD 2010, Rappaport) has accepted a lec-
tureship in Queer history at Goldsmith’s College
(University of London), where he will be helping to
build a new MA program in Queer History.
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Laura Hooton (Spickard) has published her first
article, “Black Angelenos with the “‘Courage to Do
and Dare’: African American Community Organiz-
ers in Lower California” in California History
(Spring, 2017). Fang He (Zhou, Cohen) has her first
publication, an essay titled ““Golden Lilies” across
the Pacific: Footbinding and the American Enforce-
ment of Chinese Exclusion Laws” in Gendering the
Trans-Pacific World (Brill, 2017). Paul Barba
(Spickard) has accepted a tenure-track assistant pro-
fessorship at Bucknell University in Pennsylvania,
where he will teach the history of the African dias-
pora, the Black Atlantic, and early Native America.
He will also be the holder of the C. Graydon and
Mary E. Rogers Faculty Fellowship for the next
three years. Elijah Bender (Roberts) has accepted a
tenure-track assistant professorship in global and
environmental history at Concordia College in Min-
nesota.
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Sherene Seikaly’s book, Men of Capital: Scarcity
and Economy in Mandate Palestine (Stanford Uni-
versity Press, 2017) is co-winner of the 2016 Middle
East Political Economy Book Prize. A version of the
talk that Nelson Lichtenstein gave in a departmental
symposium last fall—“How Immigrants Built the
American Left — And Can Build It Again”— has
been published in Dissent (Feb. 22, 2017).
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