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   The idea that so-called races reflect inherent bi-
ological differences between social groups has 
been a prominent aspect of Western thought since 
at least the Enlightenment. While there have been 
efforts to refute this way of thinking—most nota-
bly, the social constructionist thesis emerging as a 
dominant framework in the aftermath of WWII—
fixed biological conceptions of race haunt new ge-
netic technologies, where race is thought to be 
measurable at the molecular level. Yet the resili-
ence of this naturalized understanding of race 
may stem less from overtly political or pernicious 
motives on the part of scientists and more from 
our inherited theological traditions that continue 
to shape and direct scientific reasoning. In this 
talk, Keel argues that the enduring belief that race 
comes from “Nature” reflects the haunting influ-
ence of Christian intellectual history on the devel-
opment of modern scientific thinking about hu-
man ancestry. Keel suggests this perhaps unavoid-
able convergence of science and religion has con-
sequences for our ability to recognize how socie-
ty—not “Nature”—produces and maintains hu-
man biological differences.  


