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Asian American Studies 150
 Tuesday and Thursday, 3:30-4:45

Winter 2017
    Girvetz 1112
Pacific Island Peoples in History and Diaspora

Professor





Office Hours

Paul Spickard


 


HSSB 4259, Wednesday, 10:00-12:00 

spickard@history.ucsb.edu



and by appointment
Course Objectives

1.
Introduce the student to the histories and cultures of the Pacific from the distinctive viewpoints of Pacific Island peoples, at home in the Pacific and in the diaspora.

2.
Help the student to think comparatively and analytically about the patterns of social structure and culture that have framed the experiences of Pacific Islander Americans.

3.
Help the student understand colonialism and its legacy, emphasizing the often-ignored perspectives of Pacific Island peoples.

4.
Add to the student’s capacity to read, listen, and view analytically, and to think, write, and speak critically, about matters of substantial personal, social, and political importance.
Required Texts

Paul Spickard, Joanne Rondilla, and Debbie Hippolite Wright, Pacific Diaspora:  Island Peoples in the United States and Across the Pacific (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2003)

Isaiah Helekunihi Walker, Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century Hawai'i (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2011)

Recommended: Matt K. Matsuda, Pacific Worlds: A History of Seas, Peoples, and Cultures (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2012)

These books are available for purchase in the UCen Bookstore.  The books are also on reserve in the library.  Other assigned articles—the bulk of the assigned readings—are available on Professor Spickard's webpage in the UCSB History Department.

Schedule of Topics and Reading Assignments

Note:  The bulk of this course consists of weekly readings and class discussions.  Some days have a lot more assigned reading than other days.  Read ahead!
Jan. 
10
Introduction to the Course


Concepts:  race, ethnicity, colonialism



Set up teams for Country Reports

Part I:
Encountering the Pacific


12
Imagining the Islands


Read
Epeli Hau‘ofa, “Our Sea of Islands,” Contemporary Pacific, 6 (1994), 148-61




Epeli Hau'ofa, "The Ocean in Us," in Hau'ofa, We Are the Ocean (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2008), 41-59




Vilsoni Hereniko, “Indigenous Knowledge and Academic Imperialism,” in Robert Borofsky, ed., Remembrance of Pacific Pasts (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2000), 78-91


 17
Peopling the Pacific



Map Quiz



Read
K. R. Howe, "In the Sea's Eye," in Where the Waves Fall (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 1988), 1-43



Country Reports:  Aotearoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia


19
Discovering Outsiders


Read
Terry L. Jones, et al., Polynesians in America: Pre-Columbian Contacts with the New World (Lanham, Md.: AltaMira Press, 2011), 1-24, 263-76, and maps




James Belich, “The New Zealand Wars and the Myth of Conquest,” in Borofsky, 255-68




Karina Kahananui Green, “Colonialism’s Daughters: Eighteenth-and Nineteenth-Century Western Perceptions of Hawaiian Women,” in Spickard, et al., eds., Pacific Diaspora, 221-52



Country Reports: Guam, Irian Jaya, Kiribati, Mariana Islands


24
Movie: First Contact

Part II:  Hawai'i and the American Empire in the Pacific


26
Foreign Influence and Formal Colonialism


Read
Jonathan K. K. Osorio, "'Aina and Lahui," in Dismembering Lahui: A History of the Hawaiian Nation to 1887 (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2002), 44-73




Lori Pierce, “‘The Whites Have Created Modern Honolulu’: Ethnicity, Racial Stratification, and the Discourse of Aloha,” in Paul Spickard and G. Reginald Daniel, eds., Racial Thinking in the United States (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 2004), 124-54




Lori Pierce, “Creating a Racial Paradise: Citizenship and Sociology in Hawai`i,” in Paul Spickard, ed., Race and Nation: Ethnic Systems in the Modern World (New York: Routledge, 2005), 69-86



Country Reports: Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue


31
Movie: Hawai'i’s Last Queen

Feb.
  2
America's Beach Vacation



Read
Noel Kent “A Tourism Society,” in Kent, Hawai‘i: Islands Under the Influence (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1983): 164-85




Haunani-Kay Trask, “Lovely Hula Hands: Corporate Tourism and the Prostitution of Hawaiian Culture,” in From a Native Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawai‘i (Monroe, Me.: Common Courage Press, 1993),  179-97




Jane C. Desmond, "Let's Lu'au," in Staging Tourism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999), 10-33



Country Reports:  Papua New Guinea, Rapa Nui, Samoa, Solomon Islands


  7
Movie:  Troubled Paradise

  9
Resistance



Read
Isaiah Walker, Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century Hawai'i


Country Reports: Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu


14
Catch-Up and Review

16
Midterm examination.  Please bring a bluebook.
Part 3:  Island Peoples Across the United States


21
Outmigration


Read
from Paul Spickard, et al., Pacific Diaspora:





Paul Spickard, “Introduction: Pacific Diaspora?” 1-27





John Connell, “Paradise Left?: Pacific Island Voyagers in the






Modern World” 69-86





A. Ravuvu, “Security and Confidence as Basic Factors in Pacific






Islanders’ Migration” 87-98





Wendy E. Cowling, “Motivations for Contemporary Tongan






Migration” 99-117





Craig R. Janes, “From Village to City: Samoan Migration to






California” 118-32


23
Identity



Read
from Paul Spickard, et al., Pacific Diaspora:





Tupou Hopoate Pau‘u, “My Life in Four Cultures” 31-39





Paul Spickard, “Pacific Islander Americans and Multiethnicity: A






Vision of America’s Future?” 40-55





Joanne L. Rondilla, “The Filipino Question in Asia and the Pacific:






Rethinking Regional Origins in Diaspora” 56-68




Jim Hess, Karen Nero, and Michael Burton, “Creating Options: Forming a Marshallese Community in Orange County, California,” Contemporary Pacific, 13.1 (2001), 89-121




J. Kehaulani Kauanui, "Got Blood?" in Hawaiian Blood: Colonialism and the Politics of Sovereignty and Indigeneity (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008), 1-35

28
Cultural Transformations in Diaspora


Read
from Paul Spickard, et al., Pacific Diaspora:





Helen Morton, “Creating Their Own Culture: Diasporic Tongans”






135-49





Melani Anae, “Papalagi Redefined: Toward a New Zealand-Born






Samoan Identity” 150-68





George H. S. Kanahele, “The Dynamics of Aloha” 195-210





‘Inoke F. Funaki and Lupe M. Funaki, “A Compromise Identity:




   

Tongan Americans in the United States” 211-18





Carolina E. Robertson, “The Mâhû of Hawai`i” 262-66




April K. Henderson, "Dancing Between Islands: Hip Hop and the Samoan Diaspora," in The Vinyl Ain't Final: Hip Hop and the Globalization of Black Popular Culture, ed. Dipannita Basu and Signey J. Lemelle (London: Pluto Press, 2006), 180-99

March
  2
Culture and Imperialism



Read
from Paul Spickard, et al., Pacific Diaspora:





Haunani-Kay Trask, “Pacific Island Women and White Feminism”






253-61





Vicente M. Diaz, “ ‘Fight Boys, ‘til the Last. . .’: Islandstyle Football






and the Remasculinization of Indigeneity in the Militarized






American Pacific Islands” 169-94




Adria L. Imada, "Hawaiians on Tour: Hula Circuits through the American Empire," American Quarterly, 56.1 (2004), 111-49



Paul Spickard, "Local Haole? Whites, Racial and Imperial Loyalties, and Membership in Hawai'i," in Beyond Paradise: New Racial Politics in Hawai'i, ed. Camilla J. Fojas, Rudy P. Guevarra Jr., and Nitasha Sharma (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, in press, expected 2017)


Movie: Tatau: What One Must Do

  7
Social Problems and Responses



Read
from Paul Spickard, et al., Pacific Diaspora:





Diana Fitisemanu, et al., “Family Dynamics among Pacific Islander






Americans” 269-78





E. Victoria Shook, “An Introduction to the Practice of Ho‘oponopono”






286-94





Debbie Hippolite Wright, “Pacific Islander Modes for Dealing with






Sexual Abuse” 295-306


    9
Movie:  Once Were Warriors 

June
  14
Nationalisms



Read
from Paul Spickard, et al., Pacific Diaspora:






Michael Kioni Dudley and Keoni Kealoha Agard, “A History of







Dispossession” 309-21






Jay Hartwell, “Ho‘omana” 322-30






Davianna Pomoaika‘i McGregor, “Recognizing Native Hawaiians: 







A Quest for Sovereignty” 331-54





Haunani-Kay Trask, “Settlers of Color and ‘Immigrant’ Hegemony: ‘Locals’ in Hawai'i,” in Asian Settler Colonialism, ed. Candace Fujikane and Jonathan Y. Okamura (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2008), 45-65





Vicente M. Diaz, “To ‘P’ or Not to ‘P’? Marking the Territory Between Pacific Islander and Asian American Studies,” Journal of Asian American Studies, 7.3 (2005), 183-208


  16
Final Thoughts, Review, and Evaluation



Movie: Sacred Vessels: Navigating Tradition and Identity in Micronesia

  23
Final Exam, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Please bring a bluebook.

Course Requirements

Note:  You must complete all the course requirements to earn a passing grade for the course.

1.
You are expected to spend at least eight hours outside of class each week preparing for class sessions.  Note that some days have considerably more reading assigned than others.  It is the student’s responsibility to plan ahead and be prepared.

2.
Class attendance and participation.

3.
Readings completed before the class period for which they are assigned.  I reserve the right to give an unannounced quiz on any day’s reading assignment.

4.
Map Quiz, January 17.

5.
Country Report, during the first half of the quarter.  You and a partner (or two) will be assigned to report on an island nation in the Pacific.  Each team will present both a five-minute oral report and a one-page handout (40 copies) for your classmates.  Include such items as:

population – size, growth curve
major economic activities

major ethnic groups 
main international relationships

history of colonization 
history of migration – to and from

government type
current political issues

names of four sources of information

6.
Midterm Exam, February 16.  Please bring a blue book.
6.
Final Exam, March 23, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Please bring a blue book.

7.
Course Evaluation, completed in class near the end of the term.

8.
Self Evaluation, due on a separate sheet of paper on your entry to the final exam.  On one side of one sheet of paper, write or type your name; assign yourself an advisory grade; and tell me, in terms of the course objectives, course requirements, grade definitions, or other issues you believe pertinent, why you should have that grade.  I do not promise to give you that grade, but I do promise to read your self evaluation and take it seriously.

Course Grades

Broadly speaking, this is how I view each of the following grades:

A
You did everything I could possibly ask of you, and you did it extremely well.  You worked very hard, learned a great deal, and showed conspicuous intelligence.  The quality of your work was outstanding.

B
You did all the work, and you did it well.  You worked hard and learned a good deal.  The quality of your work was good.

C
You did all the work.  It is clear that you learned a number of things, though those things may not hang together in a systematic and critical understanding of the course material.  The quality of your work was adequate.

D
You did most of the work, including all the major course requirements.  You may have learned some things, but it is not clear that you learned anything important.  The quality of your work was less than adequate.

F
You have demonstrated an obstinate ignorance.  You did not complete the course requirements.  You have proved unwilling or unable to do college level work in this subject area.

Considerations in Grading

The following are some aspects of learning that strike me as important.  They will go into the grade I give you.  These factors are listed in roughly descending order of importance.  If you think any criteria should be added or deleted in your case, please speak to me.

1.
How much I believe you learned in this class.

2.
Objective quality of your written work.  I am interested less in how many facts you can recall than in how well you think, how you put together concepts, how you express them on paper.

3.
Your oral contributions in class.

4.
How hard you worked.

5.
Your involvement in the class as a community – how much you helped other class members.

While the above paragraph describes how I will arrive at your grade, I find students frequently want to know how I view the relative weights of  the various course requirements.  Very roughly, I see them about like this:




Attendance and participation


25 %




Map quiz, movies, and short assignments

10




Country report




15

Midterm exam




25




Final exam





25

I reserve the right to adjust the percentages in individual cases so that each student’s final grade will best reflect my judgment of how much she or he has learned in this course.

Course Policies

Policy on Late Papers and Exams

No late assignments or makeup exams will be allowed, unless an emergency arises that is beyond the student's control.  A plane ticket or a ride home is not an emergency beyond the student's control.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own.  It can be as elaborate as getting someone else to write a paper for you or as simple as failing to cite the source for a quotation.  It is the worst crime one can commit in the academic world, which is a world of ideas.  It is stealing.  Don’t do it.  Violators will be punished with a swiftness and severity that will take your breath away.

Electronic Devices

No cell phones, laptop computers, cameras, or recording devices are allowed in this course.  The instructor explicitly does not give anyone permission to record his picture or spoken words.

Rule of Courtesy and Engagement in Scholarly Discourse

In this course, we will be discussing complex issues about which many people have passionate feelings.  We must be intellectually open to perspectives that may conflict with our presuppositions.  It is essential that we treat each other’s opinions and comments with courtesy and respect, even when they diverge from our own.  This course encourages open expression of opinion, no matter what that opinion may be, as a way we may learn to grow together.  But we will not permit an attack on another individual or group.  Attack speech is not free speech.  Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, racism, sexism, homophobia, heterophobia, and similar ad hominem attacks on categories of people have no place in a university and they will not be tolerated here.  Furthermore, it is essential that we avoid personalizing our disagreements and turning them into attacks on the character of our colleagues.  Rather, we must develop a culture of civil argument, where every person has the right to be heard and taken seriously, where all positions have the right to be defended or challenged in intellectually reasoned ways.

Coming in late, leaving early, sleeping, taking bathroom breaks, wearing hats indoors unless as a matter of religious observance or medical necessity, talking privately with neighbors, or leaving one’s cell phone on during lectures and discussions are signs of disrespect for one’s fellow students, the professor, the teaching assistants, and the course materials.  As a part of the rule of courtesy and engagement in scholarly discourse, students will be required to remain respectful toward all members of the class.  Everyone must accept this standard of courtesy in discourse in order to remain in this course.

