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Introduction:

“Western Civilization” is a loaded concept. The men who created it were concerned to identify the events, institutions, and states of mind that made European and American culture a “superior” and dominant force in the modern world. This is not the approach we will be taking in this course. The idea of “Western Civilization” will be useful to us, but only as a way to explore the perceptions of the men and women we will be studying. The Ancient world of Greece and Rome continued to exert a large influence over people in the Middle Ages, Renaissance, and Early Modern periods. They read ancient texts and imagined themselves in dialogue with the past. Their society, though, was radically different from what came before. During the period of 1050-1700, Europeans worked out new ways to govern, to relate their religions to society, to imagine their communities stretching from families to states, and to impose these models on others. This is the first period in which we are able to talk about a “history of Europe,” although, as we will see, Europeans were in active dialogue with other regions of the world. Although some of us may feel that European ways of thinking about political life, religion, social relations, and the individual are familiar, do not be fooled! European society in the period of 1050-1700 underwent numerous changes, and it was also profoundly different from our own. So, at the same time that we discover some of the origins to our own institutions, we will find out that the past was indeed a “foreign country.”
In addition to exploring the themes of European history from 1050-1700, this course is designed to familiarize you with the methods historians use to learn about the past. A heavy emphasis will be placed on reading primary source texts (written in the period under study) and writing original, source based papers. This course will thus help you to improve your reading, writing, and analytic skills.
This course counts toward a number of requirements, including GE Area E, European Traditions, and the Writing Requirement. It helps to fulfil the lower division requirement in several majors: History, History of Public Policy, Medieval Studies, and Renaissance Studies. In History, it counts toward the breadth requirements for Pre-1800 and for Europe.
Required Readings:
* Joshua Cole and Carol Symes, Western Civilizations, Their History and Culture. Brief Fourth Edition, Vol. 1. ISBN: 9780393614886, available at the University Bookstore.
*Required Course Reading Packet, available from Associated Students. All of the readings except the assigned pages in the textbook are included in this reading packet.
* A copy of the textbook and Course Reading packet is also available on reserve at Davidson Library.

Course Website:

The course syllabus, Power Point presentations, instructions regarding the papers and exams, and any course announcements will all be posted to Gaucho Space: https://gauchospace.ucsb.edu/. 
Course Requirements:
The requirements for this course consist of (1) attendance and participation in your discussion section (2) writing 2 short papers (3) a mid-term and final exam, and (4) and completion of short assignments given in lecture. The break-down of your grade will be as follows:


Section:

20%

Lecture:

2.5%

First paper:

15%
(Due on Gauchospace: Friday, Feb. 2nd at 8 p.m.)


Midterm Exam:

15%
(In class: Tues. Feb. 13th)


Second paper:

22.5%
(Due on Gauchospace: Friday, March 2nd at 8 p.m.)


Final Exam:

25%
(Mon. Mar. 19th, 12-3 p.m.)

Passing the course: In order to pass the course, you must complete each of the above assignments. Because this is a writing intensive course, you must obtain a passing grade on the written assignments overall. You must also pass section, based on your section leader’s evaluation of your attendance and participation. You must attend section: if you miss the first or the second section you will dropped from the course, and any students with more than 3 unexcused absences from section will fail the course.
Papers: Each of the papers will be focused on texts that you will read for the course. In your papers, you will have the chance to combine close observations about the text(s) with your own argument that situates your text(s) within a broader historical context. Topics for the papers will be available a couple weeks before their due-dates. All papers must be double-spaced in 12-point font with one-inch margins. The First Paper must be 3 full pages; the Second Paper must be 5 full pages. You will be required to submit your papers by uploading them to Gaucho Space. Any papers that have not been uploaded by the specified due-date and time will be counted late. You may upload your paper late, but it will lose 1/3 grade within every 24-hour period after the due-date and time, with a maximum grace period of 72 hours. So plan ahead!

Exams: The midterm and final will each include identifications and essay answers, and the final will include a map identification section. You will receive more information and advice about how to study during the quarter.

Discussion Sections: In section, you will have the opportunity to discuss the ideas and issues of the course, particularly with respect to how they are reflected in the readings. You may bring up general questions in your section, but the main focus of these classes will be to develop interpretations of the primary source readings and to understand how they reflect the important issues of the period. Since you cannot discuss something you haven’t read (at least, not intelligently!), you are responsible to do the reading before section. You must bring your reading packet and the textbook to each section meeting. You should also have completed any small weekly assignment your section leader has given you. A teaching assistant will lead your section, grade your work, and assign you a participation grade. You should go to your section leader first to resolve any problems. If you cannot come to agreement with your section leader, then do not hesitate to come see me.

Section is extremely important! You must get a passing section grade to pass the course. Attendance at section is mandatory. If you have more than three unexcused absences from section, you will automatically fail section, and thus the course. If you have to miss a class, you must get permission from your T.A. ahead of time. If you are the type of person who finds it hard to speak in class, please talk to your T.A. individually for advice.

Lectures: Attendance at lectures is important and will affect your final grade, via the small assignments and/or quizzes you will be given from time to time. In the lectures, I will be presenting an interpretation of the period we are studying. This interpretation will not be identical to what you will find in the textbook, and it may be somewhat different from your section leader’s point of view. These differences will help you to form your own interpretation of what matters in the period we are studying. In lecture, we cannot cover “everything.” Your textbook will help you to situate each topic within the overall course of events. I use Power Point slides in lecture, which include images and texts we will be analyzing. All Power Point slides will be available for study on Gaucho Space following each lecture. However, these Power Point slides are only meant to be a general guide to the issues we will be discussing, so it is very important to listen carefully in lecture and to take your own notes! Studies show that people learn better by taking notes by hand rather than electronically, so I strongly encourage you to do this.
Office hours: Your T.A. will have office hours for you to ask further questions and discuss your work and up-coming exams. I also have scheduled office hours, and I greatly encourage you to stop by to discuss the course and any concerns you might have. I very much want to meet you and hear what you have to say. This course will be more rewarding for both of us if you come by. Indeed, if you stop by my office hours once during the quarter, you will get extra credit toward your lecture grade. I am also happy to communicate by e-mail, but if you have any questions that may require a long response or conversation, please try to stop by in person.

Ground Rules:
Lecture: History 4B is a large course. For it to be successful, we must all respect each other. This means that you must come to lectures on-time, turn off your cell-phone or other smart device used for social media, refrain from eating, talking, and any other behavior that could distract your fellow students, and wait until the lecture is completely finished before you pack up or leave. Students acting otherwise may be asked to leave. Please see me class if this is a problem on a particular day.

Academic Honesty: All work submitted must be your own work, submitted only to this course. Please note that the submission of portions of the same academic work for credit in more than one course, the use or purchase of the notes or writing of another person for an assigned paper, or the use of notes or prepared answers during an examination, are acts of academic dishonesty. All such offenses will be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs and will result in zero credit being accorded for that assignment (at the least). Please see the “Academic Integrity at UCSB: A Student’s Guide” at http://judicialaffairs.sa.ucsb.edu/CMSMedia/Documents/academicintegflyer.pdf  and “Avoiding Plagiarism” at http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf for more guidance. If you have any further questions about plagiarism or collusion, please see your T.A. or come talk to me.
Accessibility/Disability: Students requiring academic accommodations should coordinate with the DSP program. Please inform me if you have emergency medical information you wish to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case of building evacuation.
Schedule of Lectures and Assignments:
Week 1: Some Fundamentals, 750-1300

Tues. Jan. 16: 
Charlemagne’s Legacy

Thurs Jan. 18:
Rural Society


Readings:
Einhard, Life of Charlemagne



The Song of Roland



“Personal Dependence and Its Exploitation”



“Homage” and “Homage to Philip II of France”



Cole and Symes, Western Civilizations (WC), 172-91
 Week 2: The Question of Authority, 1050-1300
Tues. Jan. 23:
The Catholic Church: Power and Piety 
Thurs Jan. 25:
The Prerogatives and Perils of Kingship 

Readings:
“Magna Carta” 
Geoffrey of Beaulieu, “Life and Saintly Comportment of Louis, former king of France”
“Ordinance of Louis IX” 
 “Chanson sur les Établissements du Roi Saint Louis,”



WC, 193-210, 223-32, 272-77
Week 3: Defining Christendom in a Complex World, 1095-1300
Tues. Jan. 30:
The Crusades 
Thurs Feb. 1:
Urban Communities and the Problem of Wealth


First Paper Due: Friday, Feb. 2nd at 8 p.m. on Gauchospace

Readings:
Urban II, “Speech at the Council of Clermont”



“William of Tyre’s History”



“The Travels of Ibn Jubayr” and “Memoirs of Usamah Ibn Munqidh”



Bernard of Clarivaux, In Praise of the New Knighthood



“Josebert of La Ferté-sur-Aube Settles His Affairs, 1146”



“Documents on the Sack of Constantinople”




WC, 210-21, 232-53
Week 4: Cracks in the System? 
Tues. Feb. 6:
Medieval Structures: Art, Philosophy, and Religion

Thurs Feb. 8:
The “Crisis” of the Late Middle Ages

Readings:
Jean le Bel, True Chronicles

Petrarch, “Letters on Familiar Matters, May 1349”

Closener, “Chronicle, 1360-1362”

Catherine of Siena, “Letters to Popes Gregory XI and Urban VI”

WC, 267-72, 277-90, 299-311
Week 5: Renaissance Italy

Tues. Feb. 13:
Midterm exam
Thurs Feb. 15:
Art and Humanism in Renaissance Italy

Readings: 
Petrarch, “Two Letters to Cicero”




Bruni, "Life of Petrarch"
Manetti, “Brunelleschi and Donatello Discover Ancient Roman Treasures”



Vasari, Lives of the Artists



WC, 290-99, 313-24
Week 6: A Shift in Perspective?
Tues. Feb. 20:
 War and Culture in the Age of Print
Thurs Feb. 22:
 The “New World”: Contact and Conquest
Readings: 
Erasmus, “War is Sweet for those who have not tried it”

Las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies



Velasco, “Letter to King Charles”



WC, 324-41
Week 7: The Reformation and its Effects
Tues. Feb. 27:
The Lutheran Reformation
Thurs Mar. 1:
Religious War: Religion, Politics, and Society


Second Paper due: Friday, March 2nd at 8 p.m. on Gauchospace
Readings: 
Luther, "Preface to the New Testament"

Luther, "Two Kinds of Righteousness"

Foxe, “The Examination and Execution of Alice Driver and Alexander Gouch”

WC, 343-67, 376-81
Week 8: Revolutions in Thought
Tues. Mar. 6:
The New Philosophy
Thurs Mar. 8:
Cultural Evolutions: Witchcraft, Violence, and Justice


Readings:
Copernicus, “On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Orbs, 1543”



Galileo, “The Starry Messenger, 1610”



Galileo, “Letter to the Grand Duchess Christina, 1615”



“The Trial of Suzanne Gaudry”



Scott, “Credulity and Witchcraft (1584)



WC, 425-47
Week 9: Political Alternatives
Tues. Mar. 13:
English Political Alternatives
 
Thurs Mar. 15:
Images of Absolutism
Readings: 
“The Trial and Execution of Charles I”
Louis XIV, Memoirs for the Instruction of the Dauphin
WC, 381-99, 401-15
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