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This class exam nes the history of early Anmerica fromthe
1500s to the 1820s--a period that conpletely transforned the
North Anerican continent. FEuropean powers (Spain, France,
Britain, and others) conpeted for control of the rich
resources of North America, displacing Native Anerican
peopl es and creating a “New Wrld” of colonial societies
conposed of Europeans, Africans, and Indians. By 1763,
Britain energed as the nost vital inperial power on the
continent. But then, in a dramatic turnabout, nuch of
British Anerica rebelled, formng the new country of the
United States. By the early 1800s, this new nation woul d
cone to pronote unprecedented ideals (denocracy, |iberty,
religious toleration and a free market econony). Yet,
putting these ideals into practice would be quite a
different matter. By the 1820s, the United States of Anerica
began to expand to the Pacific, and yet, the young nation
was riven by internal tensions that would ultimately
threaten the union.

Lectures and readings aimto connect students to life in
early American comunities, |ooking at the diverse
i ndi vidual s and many cultures of early Anerica. Throughout,

we wi |l focus on understanding relations of power in these
colonial societies--who got it, who lost it, and why. W
will look at many different |evels of society and explore

soci al, economic, political and cultural changes, including
the texture of everyday life for the various peopl es of
early America.

Students are expected to attend all |ectures and to
participate in the required discussion sections. Section
will help you to hone your skills in critical thinking,
witing, and crafting an argunent from evidence. These are
anong the nost inportant things you will take away fromthis
class. Your section |eader will also | ead discussion of the



readi ngs, pose questions about the | ectures, and eval uate
your wor K.

HONORS SECTI ON:

There is a five-unit Honors course offered in conjunction
with this class, H story 17AH, neeting Mondays, 1-2:50, HSSB
4044. Students in the course attend regular |lectures and the
weekl y two-hour section. Honors students conplete al
required work for 17A as well as sonme additional work.
Enrollment in the honors class is limted. Interested
students should go to the organi zati onal neeting Monday,
Sept. 24, at 1 pm Al questions about eligibility for and
adm ssion to the honors section should be directed to | ead
TA, Matt Sutton. This section is open to students in UCSB' s
Honors program and, if space allows, to other honors
eligible students by perm ssion. ALL | NTERESTED STUDENTS
SHOULD ATTEND A REGULAR SECTI ON UNTIL THE 17AH CLASS LI ST
HAS BEEN FI NALI ZED.

REQUI RED TEXTS:

There are four textbooks for this class as well as a primary
docunent reader. All texts are available for purchase at

t he bookstore, and the reader can be ordered fromthe

Al ternative Copy Shop in Isla Vista. | have put copies of
each of the required texts on reserve at the RBR in Davi dson
Li brary, but they are so integral to our work this quarter
that you should plan on buying your own copy of each of
these required readings. All exans and witing assignnments
are based on the materials in these texts, as well as other
information presented in class.

James L. Roark, et al., The Anerican Prom se: A History of
the United States, Conpact
Edition (New York: Bedford/St. Martin' s Press, 1999).

Edmund S. Morgan, The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John
W nthrop, 2™ Ed. (New York: Longman, 1999).

Charles W Akers, Abigail Adans: An American Wman, 2". Ed.
(New Yor k: Longman, 2000).

Dougl as R Egerton, Gabriel’s Rebellion: The Virginia Sl ave
Conspi raci es of 1800 and

1802 (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
Press, 1993).

Course Packet, History 17A
--The Alternative Copy Shop, 6556 Pardall Rd., Isla Vista.

GRADI NG
Your grade depends upon your participation in the class and
conpletion of the witten work and exam nati on.



The first paper is due Monday, Cctober 15, at the begi nning
of class. The second paper is due Friday, Novenber 16, at
t he begi nning of cl ass.

NB: Because this is a witing intensive class, you MIST
conplete the papers with a passing grade in order to earn
credit for this class, irrespective of your grade based on
section participation and the exans.

20% participation
attendance at all class neetings, contributing to
di scussion, conpletion of homework, in-class work,
qui zzes

20% paper #1

30% paper #2

30% fi nal exam

| f you have concerns about the grading of a particular

assignment, try to resolve themfirst with the TA

SCHEDULE COF LECTURES:

THEME | : H STORI CAL SOURCES

WEEK ONE: | NVASI ON OF AMVERI CA

READI NG  Anerican Prom se, ch. 1 and 2.

Mor gan, pp. 1-28;
DOCUMENTS: Col unbus Letter (attached to syl abus)

Mon. , Sept. 24: The Significance of Early Anmerica
Wed. , Sept. 26: Two Anerican Cvilizations
Fri., Sept. 28: Spani sh Conquests
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WEEK TWO. ATLANTI C BRI DGES
READI NG  Anerican Prom se, ch. 3

Mor gan, pp. 29-101
DOCUVMENTS: Unit |

Mon. , Cct. 1: Fish, Furs, and Pirates
Wed. , Cct. 3: Founding a colony: Death and Comrerce
Fri., Cct. 5: New World Labor: Indenture or slavery?
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WEEK THREE: REG ONALI SM AND COLONI AL DI VERSI TY
READI NG  Anerican Prom se, ch. 4

Morgan, pp. 102-184.
DOCUVMENTS:  Unit I11.

Mon. , Cct. 8: Religion and Community in New Engl and
Wed. , Cct. 10: New England Grows Up
Fri., Cct. 12: Wtches and what they tell wus...
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VWEEK FOUR ElI GHTEENTH CENTURY SCCl ETI ES

READI NG Anerican Promise, ch. 5 (to p. 122)
Akers, pp. 1-17

DOCUMENTS: Unit |V



NB: PAPER #1 DUE AT BEG NNI NG OF CLASS MONDAY

Mon. , Cct. 15: The G eater Caribbean

Wed. , Cct. 17: Atlantic Slavery and Mercantilist policy
Fri., Cct. 19: Refining America: A Consuner Revol ution
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THEME [1: H STORI CAL | NTERPRETATI ON

VEEK FI VE: THE BRI TI SH EMPI RE
READI NG  American Prom se,
ch. 5 (pp. 122-end); ch. 6 (to p.
Akers, pp. 19-34
DOCUMENTS: Unit V.

Mon. , Cct. 22: The G eat Awakening
Wed. , Oct. 24: The Politics of Enpire
Fri., Cct. 26: The Stanp Act Crisis
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VEEK SI X: CONSTRUCTI NG A REVCLUTI ON

READI NG  American Prom se, ch. 6 (pp. 142-end),
Akers, pp. 35-67

DOCUMENTS:  Unit VI.

Mon. , Cct. 29: Building a Tax Revolt
Wed. , Cct. 31: \Wagi ng Var
Fri., Nov. 2: The World Turned Upsi de Down
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WEEK SEVEN: THE EARLY REPUBLI C
READI NG  Anerican Prom se, ch. 8.
Akers, pp. 69-142.
Egerton, pp. 3-17.
DOCUMENTS:  Unit VI

Mon. |, Nov. 5: The Par adoxes of War

Wed. Nov. 7: An End to Patriarchy?

Fri., Nov. 9: Confederation to Constitution
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THEME [11: H STORI CAL MEMORY AND MEAN NG

VEEEK EI GHT: BUI LDI NG A NATI ON
READI NG  Anerican Pronise, ch. 9.
Akers, pp. 143-199.
Egerton, pp. 18-33.
DOCUMENTS: Unit VIII
Mon. , Nov. 12: UCSB HOLI DAY- - NO CLASS
Wed. Nov. 14: Decl arations of |ndependence
NB: PAPER #2 DUE AT BEG NNI NG OF CLASS FRI DAY
Fri., Nov. 16: A New Political System

142)
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VEEK NI NE: MYTH, MEMORY, AND NATI ONAL | DENTI TY
READI NG  Anerican Prom se, no assignment.
Akers, no assignnent.
Egerton, pp. 34-115
DOCUMENTS: Unit | X
NB: ALL SECTI ONS EXCEPT HONORS CANCELLED THI S WEEK

Mon. , Nov. 19: The Cult of Washi ngton
Wed. , Nov. 21: Rethi nking Thanksgi vi ng
Fri., Nov. 23: THANKSG VI NG HOLI DAY- - NO CLASS
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WEEK TEN: AN EXPANSI VE NATI ON
READING ch. 10; ch. 11 (to p. 264);
Akers, pp. 201-219.

Egerton, pp. 119-178.
Revi ew quarter.
DOCUMENTS: Unit X

Mon. , Nov. 26: Pacific Expansion
Wed. , Nov. 28: Tecunseh, Jackson, and the Creeks
Fri., Nov. 30: New Markets and | ndustry
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WEEK ELEVEN. SUMVARY AND ANALYSI S
READI NG Revi ew the quarter.
DOCUMENTS: Unit XI.

Mon. , Dec. 3: Tocqueville' s Anmerica
Wed. , Dec. 5: Exam Revi ew Sessi on
FI NAL EXAM

Saturday, Dec. 8, 8-11 am Canpbell Hall Theater
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