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Thc Manchus

e 1646, “Queue Order

o ]ntcrmarriage forbidden

o[~ arliest mention?

Song dynasty (960-1279)

'Who Practicccl it?
The wcalthg

The Han Chinese




About Foot-binding

'Bcgan when 4-6 years old

'Tl-lc toes were broken and
tightlg wraPPcd with Eandagcs,
with the toes Pointing to the heel

Risks?
]mccction

Rotting flesh

Fa”ing, broken bones

Class

Class asPirations

Bcautg, sexual desire

Marriagcabilitg




Attcmpts to Prohibit ]:oot~binding, i

o Kangxi,r. 1661-1722

1664, Foot~bincling forbidden
1668, ban withdrawn

e Mid-19th century

'Taiping Rebellion
(1850-1864), [ ong
o Xil‘lquén

e i s °TaiPing idcologg

Non~Congucian vision
for society




1904, An Addrcss to Two Hundrccl
Million Fellow Countrgwomcn (i)

'qu Jin (78 3 textbook)

In afew years, without thinking about whether it is right or
wrong, he [the father] Forciblg binds his c]aughter’s soft, white
feet with white cloth, so that even in her slceP she cannot find
comfort and relief until the flesh becomes rotten and the

bOﬂCS broken.

[Women]...sencl [ our sons] to schools. You must do the same
Forgour claughtcrs ancl, whatever you clo, dor’t bind their feet.
As for you young girls among us, go to school hcyou can. lmc
not, read and stuclg at home.

...a girl’s future life is Placed in the hands of a couple of
shameless matchmakers...

Attcmpts to Prohibit, iv

J Earlg 20th century

Republic est. 1912, Sun Yat-sen
(he dies 1925)

J Foot~binding bannedin 1912

° How was the ban enforced?

(Government insPcctors
Hcavy fines, bcatings
Forced unbinding




Mg 5tcp~grandma
ob. 1914
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' = to 5un Yat~5en, 1925

Whg were her{:cct bound”f’
Arrangccl mamage

Not educated
Countrgsidc still in chaos

7]‘31\6,’1 ”Jlll‘L’ ‘07, 9% years old
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'Why weren’t l’xemccct bound? !
Her and her )Camilg were educated ! " .ﬁ"

B}) then, more thorough enforcement of law a

\




China During the Mid-2oth Ccnturg

*19%1, Mao chong

. 0“Womcn hold up half the heavens."

e(ct. 1, 1949, establishment of the
Fcoplc’s Kepublic of China

T he FPersistence of Culture

e /hou Guizhen,b. 1921, Yunnan

“thn Peoplc came to inspcct our Fcet, my mother
bandaged my Fcet, then Put big shoes on them. When
the inspcctors came, we fooled them into thinking | had
big feet.

“Then [during my childhood], bound feet were seen as
a mark of class. Now [7_007], they stand for female

‘ subjugation.”

1 regret bincling my feet," Zhou EEUES 1] can't dance, | can’t move
Propcrly. ] regretita lot. But at the time, ixcgou didn't bind your
eet, no one would marry you."

1T here's not a singlc other woman in Liuyicun (Yunnan Province]
who could fit their feet into my shoes," she sags‘ "\When my
generation dies, Pcoplc won't be able to see bound feet, even if theg

want to."




LEREELl (hinese 5ocict3

o (_onfucian
- SR Class hicrarchy?

Empcror and his Family
5cho|ar~bureaucrat

Feasa nts
Mcrchants

o Status of women?




