
(qtd. in Kracauer, "Bemerkungen zu Frank Thiess," 315).
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62 Participation in sport was thus a counterpartto what Peter Fritzsche has dubbed "antisystem
politics," the bourgeoisie's turn away from parliamentary politics and toward more populist
forms of mobilization. The youth ofthis class, among whomThiess counted somanyreaders,
was acutely dissatisfied with Weimar's political status quo, and as Peukert has shown, many
of them expressed this dissatisfaction through participation in the bUndisch youth movement
and an increasing openness to radical, anti-democratic ideas. Bourgeois youths' fascination
with sport, even absent an explicit political inflection, may be read (in tandem with the
biindisch orientation) as an oblique gesture of refusal. As such, it is as telling a sign of the
Weimar constitutional system's demise as was the antipathy that extraparliamentary mass
movements represented: sport and populism offered a sense of Gemeinschaft that Weimar
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Abstract: We know that Germans moved very quickly from the Endsieg propaganda of
the Nazis to a victimization rhetoric in early post-World War II years. Yet even before the
extent of the mass murder of Jews had penetrated average German's consciousness,
expelled ethnic Germans in 1948-1949 used Holocaust metaphors to present their desper­
ate case. In the context of a hunger strike staged by expellees, and the subsequent trial
of the strike's leader, expellees living at a refugee camp at Dachau consciously used the
proximity of their camp to the former concentration camp to strengthen political agency.

"Hunger Strike Begun in Camps in Germany," the headlines in The New York TImes
read.l "Protest in Dachau," proclaimed the Siiddeutsche Zeitung, southeastern
Germany's largest paper.2 While a hunger strike at Dachau evokes nigh incredulous
attention, the fact that it took place in September 1948, two and a half years after
the liberation of the notorious concentration ~amp, seems particularly remarkable.
The story of what happened to the hundreds of Nazi concentration camps in the
immediate postwar period is often eclipsed by the stories of their liberation. The
logistical situation in occupied Germany with millions of uprooted people, vast
infrastructural devastation, and apopulation politically suspectto the occupying pow­
ers, prompted the use of many of the concentration camps as conveniently available
housing for refugee populations. In the case ofDachau, the erstwhile concentration
camp barracks, renamed the internment camp, housed SS guards awaiting their
1946 trial, while a temporary camp was built adjacent first for displaced persons,
then from 1947 for German expellees. By the summer of 1948, conditions in the
camp had deteriorated to the extent that residents of the camp inaugurated a series
of protests, culminating in a weeklong hunger strike in early September.

The transcript3 of the 1949 trial of strike leader Egon Herrmann, who was tried
on one set of charges related to inciting a riot months after the hunger strike had
ended, and a slander charge brought against him by Wolfgang Jaenicke, head of
the Bavarian Refugee Bureau, proves a rich resource detailing the history of the
protest movement at Dachau between April and December 1948, and the rhetoric
constituent to a "camp narrative." Harold Marcuse has aptly described an "aura
of the Nazi camps" that "permeated" the strategy adopted by Refugee Bureau
officials in handling the Dachau protest. 4 Drawing principally on the trial transcript,
this article relates the little-known strike episode and argues that camp residents




